
 Week 26: The Fruit of the Holy Spirit,  Love 

 Is love optional for Christians? 

 No. The fruit of the Spirit is commanded. “Walk in the Spirit” (Galatians 5:16). 

 What is love? 

 Love seeks the good of another, even at a cost to yourself. Love is not just about 
 actions, but about attitude, words, and actions. 

 John 15:12–14,  “This is my commandment, that you love  one another as I have 
 loved you. [13]  Greater love has no one than this,  that someone lay down his life 
 for his friends.  [14] You are my friends if you do  what I command you.” 

 1 John 3:16, “  By this we know love  , that he laid down  his life for us, and we ought 
 to lay down our lives for the brothers.” 

 Where encourages me toward love? 

 (1.) God is worthy of our love. He deserves it. 

 Luke 7:37–38, 47,  And behold, a woman of the city,  who was a sinner, when she 
 learned that he was reclining at table in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster 
 flask of ointment, [38] and standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to 
 wet his feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head and kissed his 
 feet and anointed them with the ointment… [47] “Therefore I tell you, her sins, 
 which are many, are forgiven—for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, 
 loves little.” 

 (2.) Love helps people. People in our families, churches, and towns need love. 

 1 Corinthians 13:4-7,  “ Love is patient and kind;  love does not envy or boast; it is 
 not arrogant [5] or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or 
 resentful; [6] it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. [7] 
 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.” 



 (3.) Nothing shows the example of God’s love more than sacrificial love. 

 1 John 4:7–12,  “Beloved, let us love one another,  for love is from God, and 
 whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. [8] Anyone who does not 
 love does not know God, because God is love. [9] In this the love of God was 
 made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we 
 might live through him. [10]  In this is love, not  that we have loved God but that he 
 loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  [11] Beloved, if God 
 so loved us, we also ought to love one another. [12] No one has ever seen God; if 
 we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.” 

 (4.) Apart from love, religious activity is meaningless. 

 1 Corinthians 13:1–3,  “ If I speak in the tongues  of men and of angels, but have 
 not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. [2] And if I have prophetic 
 powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so 
 as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. [3] If I give away all I 
 have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.” 

 Important Reminders / Helps for Prayer 

 What keeps me from love? 

 First, pride and selfishness (the sin in us). 
 Second, so many bad examples and distractions (the world we are in). 
 Third, temptations and lies about spiritual things (the devil). 

 What makes love truly Christian, truly ethical? 

 It comes from the right motive (love and gratitude toward God). 
 It aims at the right goal (to honor and glorify God). 
 It conforms to the right standard (God’s holy law). 

 Does my love help earn God’s favor? 

 No! “For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law” 
 (Romans 3:28). Our love comes from God’s work in us, which is by His gracious 
 Holy Spirit. 


