
 Week 24: The 10th Commandment 

 What is the 10th commandment? 

 Exodus 20:17,  “You shall not covet your neighbor’s  house; you shall not covet 
 your neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his 
 donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.” 

 What does the 10th commandment require of us? 

 It requires being content with what God has given us, thankful for His kindness 
 and care for us, and happy for how God has blessed others. 

 What does the 10th commandment forbid? 

 It forbids bitterness for what God has not given us, ingratitude from ignoring His 
 kindness and care, and selfish craving after what God has given others. 

 What does the 10th commandment teach us about God? 

 It teaches us that God is all we need for true happiness and fulfillment. It teaches 
 us that God gives us earthly blessings as a reminder of His goodness and care. 

 What does this mean for Christians? 

 First, it means that Christians should shine the light of contentment to the 
 watching world.  1 Timothy 6:6–10,  “But godliness with  contentment is great 
 gain, [7] for we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out 
 of the world. [8] But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content. 
 [9] But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many 
 senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. [10] 
 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that 
 some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many 
 pangs.” 

 Second, it means that Christians should not be materialistic like the world around 
 us.  Luke 12:15–21,  And he said to them, “Take care,  and be on your guard against 
 all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his 
 possessions.” [16] And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man 
 produced plentifully, [17] and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have 



 nowhere to store my crops?’ [18] And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my 
 barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. [19] 
 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; 
 relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ [20] But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul 
 is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ [21] So 
 is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” 

 Third, it means that a Christian’s heart is devoted to heavenly things–centrally 
 Christ–and not the temporal things of this world.  Matthew 6:19–21,  “Do not lay 
 up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 
 thieves break in and steal, [20] but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
 where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 
 [21] For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 


