
 Week 16: The 2nd Commandment 

 What is the 2nd commandment? 

 “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that 
 is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
 earth. [5] You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your 
 God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the 
 third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, [6] but showing steadfast 
 love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments” (Exodus 
 20:4-6). 

 What does the 2nd commandment require of us? 

 It requires us to worship and serve God the way God says to worship and serve 
 Him in His Word. We must do so from a pure heart and a humble spirit of faith. 

 What does the 2nd commandment forbid? 

 It forbids us from worshiping God however we want. We must not worship God 
 based on tradition, imagination, or personal opinions and desires. If we do any of 
 this, we treat things in the world as if they are God. 

 What does the 2nd commandment teach us about God? 

 It teaches us that God is a God of truth and, therefore, must be worshiped based on 
 truth. To worship based on lies is to not worship at all. 

 What does this mean for Christians? 

 Living under the New Covenant in Christ’s blood, our worship is centered on Him 
 and dependent on His Spirit. We devote ourselves to reading and preaching God’s 
 Word, praying and singing to Him, and celebrating baptism and Lord’s supper 
 faithfully till Christ returns. We worship faithfully, joyfully, and full of hope. 

 John 4:23–24,  But the  hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers 
 will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to 
 worship him. [24] God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit 
 and truth.” 


