
 Week 12: Introduction to Christian Obedience 

 What else, in addition to prayer, do we devote our lives to as children of God? 

 We devote our lives to obedience. 

 Matthew 28:18–20, “And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on 
 earth has been given to me. [19] Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
 them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, [20] teaching them 
 to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end 
 of the age.’” 

 Acts 5:29, “But Peter and the apostles answered, ‘We must obey God rather than men.’” 

 What is obedience? 

 Obedience is doing what God commands and avoiding what God forbids. 

 James 1:22, “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.” 

 Psalm 1:1–2, “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands 
 in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; [2] but his delight is in the law of the 
 LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night.” 

 What motivates true obedience? 

 Love for Jesus (John 14:15) and gratitude for forgiveness (Luke 7:47) motivates us to 
 follow God’s commands. 

 Obedience, therefore, begins in the heart. 

 What enables true obedience? 

 The gospel (2 Corinthians 3:18; 4:4) and the power of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22-26; 
 John 14:16-17) enable us to follow God’s commands. 

 Obedience, therefore, comes from God’s grace and power. 



 Does obedience help save us? 

 Not one bit! Obedience comes after faith; faith creates obedience. 

 Ephesians 2:8–10, “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your 
 own doing; it is the gift of God, [9] not a result of works, so that no one may boast. [10] 
 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
 beforehand, that we should walk in them” (see Romans 1:5; 6:16; 15:18; 16:26; Acts 6:7; 
 1 Peter 1:2!). 

 Our obedience will always be imperfect and incomplete, but by God’s grace, we have a 
 true obedience as we walk by faith in Jesus Christ. 

 Do saved people live in disobedience? 

 Never! Faith creates obedience; obedience comes after faith. 

 James 2:14–17, “What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not 
 have works? Can that faith save him? [15] If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and 
 lacking in daily food, [16] and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace, be warmed and 
 filled,’ without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that? [17] So 
 also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead” (see 1 John 3:4-10; Romans 
 6:1-11!). 

 We will always have a measure of disobedience in our hearts and lives, but by God’s 
 grace, we are grieved by our sin, we seek to repent of our sin, and we are restored by God 
 when entrapped in sin. 

 As Jesus said, “No servant can serve two masters” (Luke 16:13), a person cannot live as a 
 servant of Jesus and of sin. He can serve one or the other, but not both. 


