
 Week 11: Praying for the Church 

 How can I pray for God’s kingdom? 

 By praying for the church locally and globally. 

 First, pray for the church’s unity.  “May the God of endurance and encouragement 
 grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, [6] that 
 together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” 
 (Romans 15:5–6). 

 Second, pray for the church’s joy and peace.  “May the God of hope fill you with all 
 joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in 
 hope” (Romans 15:13). 

 Third, pray for the church’s knowledge of Christ and experience of His power.  “I do 
 not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, [17] that the God of 
 our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of 
 revelation in the knowledge of him, [18] having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that 
 you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his 
 glorious inheritance in the saints, [19] and what is the immeasurable greatness of his 
 power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might” (Ephesians 
 1:16–19). 

 Fourth, pray for the church’s obedience to God and submission to His truth.  “But 
 we pray to God that you may not do wrong—not that we may appear to have met the test, 
 but that you may do what is right, though we may seem to have failed. [8] For we cannot 
 do anything against the truth, but only for the truth. [9] For we are glad when we are 
 weak and you are strong. Your restoration is what we pray for” (2 Corinthians 13:7–9). 
 And also, “  if I delay, you may know how one ought to behave in the household of God, 
 which is the church of the living God, a pillar and buttress of the truth” (1 Timothy 3:15). 

 Fifth, pray for the church’s leaders and for the spread of the gospel.  “Finally, 
 brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may speed ahead and be honored, as 
 happened among you, [2] and that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men. For 
 not all have faith” (2 Thessalonians 3:1–2). And simply, “Brothers, pray for us” (1 
 Thessalonians 5:25). Finally, “  At the same time, pray also for us, that God may open to 
 us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on account of which I am in 
 prison” (Colossians 4:3). 


