
 Week 8: The Heart of Prayer, Matthew 6:9-10 

 What makes prayer prayer? 

 What makes prayer prayer is that God in heaven hears it.  “Pray then like this: Our 
 Father in heaven” (Matthew 6:9a). 

 God is our Father who loves us, hears us, and will answer us according to His 
 wisdom.  God will guide us, strengthen us, discipline  us, protect us, and provide for us 
 because He is our Father. 

 But God is also the King of all creation who reigns in heaven.  Our Father in heaven 
 created heaven, earth, and all that is in them. Our Father in heaven, therefore, rules over 
 us, commands us, and requires worship and obedience from us. 

 Prayer is prayer because it is received by our Father in heaven. Prayer, therefore, is not a 
 casual thing of outward religion, but a spiritual exchange between you and God. 

 What are the three main motives of prayer? 

 The first motive is that God would be loved and worshiped as He deserves. 
 “Hallowed by your Name” (Matthew 6:9b). To hallow means to set apart as holy. God’s 
 Name represents all that He is. We hallow God’s Name by setting Him apart as the most 
 important thing in our hearts and lives. 

 The second motive is that more and more people would submit to God’s authority. 
 “Your kingdom come” (Matthew 6:10a). God’s kingdom is His redemptive reign in 
 Christ. His kingdom comes more and more in the world as the gospel spreads Christ’s 
 reign across the globe. 

 The third motive is that God’s commands would be understood, cherished, and 
 obeyed.  “Your will be done” (Matthew 6:10b). God’s  will is the way God requires us to 
 live. It it God’s holy commandments that are based on God’s holy character. We do God’s 
 will by, through faith in Jesus and in the power of the Holy Spirit, obeying God’s 
 commands. 

 As these happen on earth, it reflects the perfect scene of heavenly worship.  “On earth 
 as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10c). God deserves to be worshiped on earth as He is 
 worshiped in heaven. People should submit to God’s authority on eath as people and 
 angels submit to God’s authority in heaven. God’s commands should be loved and 
 obeyed on earth as they are loved and obeyed in heaven. 



 Pray, therefore, for these three things to happen more and more on earth by the mercy of 
 God. Let these be our motives as we lift our prayers to our Father in heaven. 


